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headquarters on the western front to continue his defen-
sive preparations. Before going back, however, he had been
instructed to confer with Sir Henry Wilson and determine
who should go to Versailles. Douglas, considering that
Sir Henry Rawlinson was the best man, sent to France for
him and asked him if he would accept the post. General
Rawlinson told Douglas that he would do whatever the
latter thought was the best for the army and the cause in
which they were all engaged.

Douglas spent the next month visiting all the various
commanders and inspecting their preparations for resisting
the expected attack by the enemy. There was still no definite
sign of it but raids were frequently made and information
from prisoners taken was conflicting. He seemed thoroughly
satisfied with the work that had been accomplished and
felt very proud of the confidence shown by all ranks,

An inter-allied conference had been summoned in
London for the i4th of March and Douglas decided to cross
on the 12th. He attended a preliminary meeting at the War
Office on the following day and the conference meetings
occupied most of the i4th and I5th.

My son was born on the night of the i5th March. Few
babies can have been so welcomed. The newspapers
acclaimed him and everyone seemed to take a personal
pleasure in his arrival. Douglas returned to France the day
after, but before he left he received from the King and
Queen at Buckingham Palace Their Majesties' very warm
congratulations*

Douglas was very sad at not being able to stay at Eastcott
for a few days, but the German attack was expected in a day
or two and he considered that at such a critical time his duty
lay with his troops at the front. He wrote me a very
charming letter explaining all this and said he knew I would
understand. He received a great number of letters of con-
gratulation and it made him very happy to think so many
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